ACLU Declares Fair f 
Trial Endangered ~f.Q 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union of Louisiana 'here said 
Tuesday it believes the guilt 
or innocence of Clay Shaw is 
becoming a secondary consid- 
eration, and his right to a fair 
trial seriously endangered. It 
believes this “situation” should, 
and can, be corrected. 

, “When (District Attorney 
James C.) Garrison’s numer- 
ous statements on the probe 
and pending litigation in Feb- 
. ruary and March brought criti- 
2*51 anc * a WkW order pro- 
hibiting prosecution and de- 
fense from making ex parte 
statements, the DA, for a time, 
conducted his investigation with 
considerably less fanfare.” 
said in a news release. 

“Recently, however, the vol- 
ume of comment and response 
concerning the investigation and 
attendant prosecutions has been 
steadily increasing.” 

There is no way of knowing 
just what effect such activi- 
ties and comments will have 
on the verdict of the jury 
that tries Clay Shaw, it said, 
of Louisiana 
thinks the chances are good 
that there will be an effect 
‘‘WjiJ e it may be contended 
that Mr. Garrison should not 
be prohibited from making ob- 
servations about the Warren 
Commission, the CIA, the FBI, 
etc., et al, it can hardly be 
maintained that criticism of the 
official investigation of the as- 
sassination is totally unrelated 
to the prosecutions, present 
and pending, of those Mr. Gar- 


rison charges with conspiracy ' 
to murder the late President,” 
the organization said. 

“There is less speculation 
about the propriety and poten- 
tially harmful effect of state- 
ments directly concerning the 
investigation made by third par- 
ties after being briefed by Mr. 
Garrison, or his office, ’ evid- 
ently on the theory that that 
which cannot be done directly 
may properly be done indirect 
Iy.” 

It recalled how author Mark 
Lane, after a meeting with Gar- 
rison, made public observations 
about the sound potential of evi- 
dence accumulated by the dis- 
trict attorney. “And recently, 

Mr. Lane remarked during a 
radio interview that he had ex- 
amined ‘all’ such evidence,” it 
said. 

Author James Phelan did not 
come to the same conclusions 
as Lane, it said, but there is 
one similarity between their 
views: both claim their opinions 
were formed by reading docu- 
ments obtained from the district 
attorney. 

“Author Harold Weisberg also 
claims to be privy to the inner- 
most secrets of Mr. Garrison, 
and there is little reason to 
doubt that he is,” the organiza- 
tion said. 

As a solution, it referred to 
the amended guidelines laid 
down by the court prior to Clay 
Shaw’s preliminary hearing, and 
strict instructions to partici- 
pants later issued by Judge Ed 
ward Hager ty. 

Specifically, it mentioned the 
revealing of the contents of of- 
ficial documents bearing on the 
case by the DA's office to per- 
sons not officially engaged in 
the investigation. “Persons re-i 
ceiving or having access to 
such information should be cov- 
ered the ACLULA believes, 
hy the rules limiting revelation 
of facts surrounding the case.” 

The effect of comments by 
Garrison and his staff, it con- 
cluded, “can only be to further 
threaten any possibility of a fair 
trial for anyone indicted in this 
investigation.” 


